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or the forces that tended to thwart it. In the couise of time, the Satirical
character was to be used as a weapon of contioversy, a political tendencies
pamphlet, a squib. In the Overbury collection this perversion of the
art has already begun. The writers were men in close touch with
the court, who had scholarship and liteiary taste, and held strong
views on the need for a finer standard of manners and morals and
for a more liberal culture, paiticularly in their own class. In
such pieces as " A Good Woman," " A Wise Man," " A Noble
Spirit," " A Reverend Judge," or " A Noble and Retired House-
keeper," x they put forward their ideals ; in a far more numerous
class of diatribe they expressed their contempt for the sordid
motives of time-servers and pettifoggers, engrossing merchants
and greedy tradesmen, and also of narrow-minded Puiitans and
precisians, the mere lawyer, the mere scholar, and the whole
progeny of pharisaism and simulation. In brief, the character is
taking over the mission of the Elizabethan anatomy of abuses. In
this portrayal of a courtier the satire is moderate and gentle :
A courtier
to all men's thinking is a man, and to most men the finest: all A
things else are defined by the understanding, but this by the sense ; Coin tier
but his surest mark is, that he is to be found only about princes. He
smells \ and putteth away much of his judgment about the situation
of his clothes. He knows no man that is not generally known. His
wit, like the marigold, openeth with the sun, and therefore he nseth
not before ten of the clock. He puts more confidence in his words
than meaning, and more in his pronunciation than his words.
Occasion is his Cupid, and he hath but one receipt of making love.
He follows nothing but inconstancy, admires nothing but beautv,
honours nothing but fortune : loves nothing. The sustenance of his
discourse is news, and his censure like a shot depends upon the charg-
ing. He is not, if he be out of court, but fish-like breathes destruction,
if out of his own element. Neither his motion or aspect arc regular,
but he moves by the upper spheres, and is the reflection of higher
substances.
If you find him not here, you shall in Paul's, with a pick-tooth in
his hat, a cape-cloak, and a long stocking.2
1 Galsworthy's «* man of propeity."
3 Sir Thomas Overbury, Works, ed. Edward F. Rimbauit, 1890:  Characters,
PP-

